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Tour Summary 
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Tour leader: Matt Prophet 

Daytime temperature range: 15-36°C 

Complied by: Matt Prophet 

Photos: Dirk Düvel and Matt Prophet 

Summary:  

The tours main objective was to photograph the top predators of the Kgalagadi (Kalahari) Desert. In 
particular we hoped for good views of Cheetah and Leopard, with the chances of Lion being very good at this 
destination. Brown Hyaena and Caracal (Lynx) were also high on our list.  

This firm favourite protected area of mine, is one of the worlds great arid-land wildernesses where Lion, 
Cheetah, Leopard, Brown and Spotted Hyaena roam freely for thousands of square kilometres. The Kalahari, 
as it is more commonly known, is actually a semi-desert dominated by red dunes, orientated from north-west 
to south-east. The parks other two main features are two episodic rivers, the Auob and the Nossob which 
only flow every 30 years or so. These avenues of life are vital for the wildlife of the area that concentrates 
along the river beds which are often richer in resources. However during very dry times there is a shift in 
Springbuck and Gemsbok away from these unique rivers and the large predators usually follow. Our trip 
coincided with the flowering of the Camel Thorn trees and species such as Greater Kudu and Eland were 
more plentiful than usual. 

 

Kgalagadi lions love to lie high-up on the dunes where they catch the breeze. 

Daily sightings log: 

Day 1: 16th September 2019 

Our clients Dirk and Anja flew into Upington regional airport where I collected them. It was great to re-unite 
with old friends again, who I shared such a great time with in Namibia a couple of years earlier. We made our 
way on the familiar route towards the vast wildlife preserve, known as Kgalagadi Transfronteir Park, which 
transcends both a part of South Africa and Botswana.  

Route: Upington to Twee Rivieren 
Weather: hot, open skies 
Sighting of the day: Oryx drinking at waterhole  
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Day 2: 17th September 2019 

Our first morning drive up the dry Auob River bed produced two male lions resting high up on red dunes. The 
one male was identified as being “Blondi” a well-known blond-maned lion that patrols the course of Auob 
River with his black-maned brother. They cover a large area and are often in the company of a few lionesses. 
We spotted Blondi sunning himself near Houmoed waterhole at approximately 08:00. Good but distant views 
of this magnificent male lion were enjoyed. It was good to have lion in the bag this early in the trip. 

Much further up the river we encountered a third male lion mating with a female in the vicinity of Montrose 
waterhole. The two lions were approximately 150m away from where we were positioned in our vehicle. The 
big cats mating displays are a confronting thing for us humans to observe, and gives one a glimpse into the 
ferocious nature of these cats. The light was mediocre, so rather than concentrating on photography we 
enjoyed observing the big cats going about their business. 

Birds to note along the way included Crimson-breasted Shrike, Pririt Batis, Kalahari Scrub Robin, White-
backed Vulture, Spotted Eagle Owl, Chat Flycatcher, Cape Glossy Starling and Southern Ostrich. Settling in at 
Mata Mata we were surprised with wonderful Meerkat sightings right next to our chalet. This group of 
Meerkats kept us entertained through the hottest part of the afternoon. The late afternoon drive back down 
the riverbed for about 20 km’s was not as productive as the uprun to camp. 

Route: Twee Rivieren to Mata Mata 
Weather: Hot and open skies 
Sighting of the day: Meerkat interactions at Mata Mata Rest Camp. 

   

Greater Kudu share a waterhole with an on-looking Gemsbok 

Day 3: 18th September 2019 

Our early morning game drive starting at 05:30, took us down the magnificent Auob dry river bed, which is 
one the of the best drives anywhere to look for Lion and Cheetah. One kilometer north of Craig Lockart we 
came across two lions across the riverbed in the dunes. 

We encountered a herd of Southern Giraffe, feeding on flowering camel thorns near Sitzas. This provided an 
excellent opportunity to photograph them feeding on the bright yellow flowers of the camel thorn tree in 
great morning light. 

Further sightings included two mature Greater Kudu bulls, an unusual sighting in the Kgalagadi Transfronteir 
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Park. They, along with the Giraffe, were also enjoying the camel thorn tree blooming event. A herd of 
approximately 30 Blue Wildebeest was also seen, along with small herds of Gemsbok (Southern Oryx). 
Interesting birds included Tawny Eagle, Batleur Eagle and White- backed Vultures. 

Once again the hot midday period back at camp produced incredible meerkats, yellow mongoose and ground 
squirrel sightings. The afternoon drive was slower going but produced Giraffe, Oryx, Southern Ostrich and 
Springbuck. The park seemed very dry and in desperate need of rain. Springbuck numbers seemed to be at 
very low numbers. This is an important consideration when looking for Cheetah, as Springbok are the main 
source of prey in this part of the world. 

Route: Mata Mata to 13th Borehole  
Weather: High thirties, with open skies. 
Sighting of the day: Southern Giraffe 

 
       
    Southern Giraffe in the Auob River bed 

Day 4: 19th September 2019  

Today we left Mata Mata and spent the better part of the day travelling to Nossob rest camp. This is situated 
on the dry Nossob River bed, another key landscape feature in the park. Approaching Craig Lockart 
waterhole we spotted some vehicles ahead of us, who had clearly seen something good, judging by the way 
they were positioned on the road. We then saw four Lion walking in the riverbed to our left. Aware that they 
would cross the road ahead of us, we continued past them and positioned ourselves so that we would be 
able to take pictures of the on-coming big cats. We spent roughly half an hour with these lions after they 
crossed the road and flopped down about 50m upslope of us.  Our clients where able to take some very nice 
photographs, in particular images of the lions walking towards us, in good morning light. 

A single sub-adult Eland was seen, and was the first of many Eland for the tour. We unfortunately missed a 
leopard at 13th borehole. The story went that the female leopard had spent the night in a roadside camel 
thorn tree, after climbing down and having a drink at the waterhole. It then crossed the open dry riverbed 
and walked into the red dunes. Our clients really wanted to see leopard on this trip, and it was possibly the 
most wanted species for the tour. 

A herd of about 50 nervous Springbuck near Urikaruus, caught our attention. We spent half an hour scanning 
the area carefully, hoping for Cheetah, with no luck. Cheetah will often utilise the dune ridges running parallel 
to the dry beds, as cover, when hunting Springbuck.  The Springbuck graze in these river courses, and can be 
seen from a long way off by predators and visa versa. The Cheetah therefore often walk behind the dune 
ridges, allowing them to remain undetected for long periods when attempting to locate and get closer to 
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Springbuck herds. 

Approaching Rooibrak, we encountered a very big male day-dreaming Lion in the open riverbed. The distance 
from our vehicle and light conditions did not favour photography, so after a short period of time, we 
continued on our way. 

Deep in the red dunes, while crossing from the Auob to the Nossob river in the vicinity of Vaalwater, we 
spotted a lioness lying directly next to the gravel road. Driving slowly back to the position where she lay, our 
eyes fell upon the full grown lioness who was lying 8m from the road edge in the shade of a Shepard’s Tree. 
She raised her head to see what we were about and we managed to take some fantastic full frame shots of 
her. During the time that we sat watching her no other vehicles passed us, it was just the desert queen and 
us together in the red dunes.   

Descending from the dunes into the Nossob marks the start of a new leg of the trip. The Nossob is very 
different in character to the Auob. Wider and with larger Camel Thorn trees giving it a different feel. A 
second lioness was encountered at Rooibrak, providing more excellent views before we arrived at Nossob 
Rest camp. 

Route: Mata Mata to Nossob via dune road 
Weather: Very hot, open skies 
Sighting of the day: Lioness in dunes  

 
   
  A close encounter with a lioness 

Day 5: 20th September 2019  

Lion tracks right at north gate of camp, was just the thing we needed first thing in the morning to get us 
excited for our early morning drive. Not far from camp we found a Brown Hyaena lapping up water on the 
water supply pipeline to Nossob Camp. It is always interesting to note how some wildlife capitalises on man-
made structures and water supply as in this example. The pink lesions on the face of the Hyaena looked like 
a viral infection called Molluscum contagiosum, which is quite commonly seen on hyaena species. A Black-
back Jackal was also in attendance at the leaking valve and was the first of many to be seen through the day. 

We found a lot of lion track around Kwang and then, a kilometre just north of it, we saw two full-grown Lions 
about 20m from the road edge. The image on the front of the report is of one these animals. Terrific images 
in morning light of both cats were taken and this became one of the lion sightings of the tour. Leopard tracks 
where seen on road and then more lion tracks north of Bedinkt in the sandy road. 
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A large gathering of White-backed and three Lapped-faces Vultures at Kwang on the way back to Nossob, 
with six Black-backed Jackals in attendance was another good sighting and allowed us to take some good 
photographs. Lots of Gemsbok (Southern Oryx), Springbok and Blue Wildebeest also present at the water. 
The afternoon drive between 16:00 and 18:00 was less productive. 

Route: Nossob travelling north in the morning, returning to Nossob. Nossob driving south along “Marie se 
Draai” in morning returning Nossob. 
Weather: Hot, open skies 
Sighting of the day: The two big male lions near Kwang. 

 
  
 A Brown Hyaena in the dry river bed 

Day 6: 21th September 2019  

Today we traveled south down the Nossob River to Rooiputs Lodge where we spent two nights. The drive 
took us the entire morning, as we planned to arrive at Rooiputs during the heat of the day at about 13:30. 

While travelling on the sandy road, we found ourselves driving over fresh lion track. This continued for a long 
way, maybe 20km. Eventually along with other vehicles we located the lions still walking in the river bed 
towards a water hole. Two fully-grown male, which could have been brothers, with three lionesses in 
attendance. Kgalagadi lions will travel long distances with ease and the dry riverbeds of the Auob and Nossob 
make the perfect avenues for the big cats to move along. This makes for relatively easy spotting, in a 
dramatic open landscape, which makes for some of the best lion images anywhere in Africa, which is one of 
the reasons we love touring here. We spent approximately 45 minutes with the lions which had settled in the 
shade of some thorn trees for the day, idly watching a large herd of gemsbok approaching their position for a 
drink at the waterhole. The nervous Gemsbok hung back for a while assessing the safety concern, before 
carefully drinking with the lions about 100m away from them. 

We started losing the morning light and before we knew it, the temperature was well over 30°C. The 
predator activity period had drawn to a close for the morning and then Anja spotted a rusty coloured form 
about 5m up a dead camel thorn tree in the riverbed. We stopped, and looking more closely we were 
rewarded with a Caracal (Lynx). A very difficult cat to see in the wild and very well spotted by Anja. We 
managed some fair shots in the harsh light and after about 45 minutes continued on our journey. 

Around 11:30 we spotted more lion tracks in the road, and shorty afterwards near a waterhole known as 
Kammelsleep found two adult male and a lioness in the river bed shading beneath a thorn tree. The light 
conditions by this time where harsh, and the sighting was not considered to be one which would offer us 
good photographic opportunities, so after admiring the three big cats for a while we travelled on 
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Arriving at Rooiputs we found another male lion, which was approximately 400m from the lodge. Rooiputs is 
well known for its resident lions who are often seen from the lodge itself. Care needs to be taking at night 
when walking to one’s chalets from the dining area, usually as a group with strong torches. The camp 
management have never had an issue with the lions here, who often make their presence known, roaring at 
night and even sleeping under the decks of the chalets during the heat of the day. The trip had produced 
amazing Lion sightings and it had definitely turned into a lion trip, with Cheetah proving to be very scarce at 
this time. 

Our late afternoon drive produced terrific views of a Honey Badger foraging very close to us with two Pale 
Chanting Goshawks in attendance hoping for an easy meal. The evening was hot and windy and with our 
torches we located a number of Thick-tailed Scorpions from the boardwalk at the lodge. Closed shoes are a 
must in the evening during the warmer months in the Kalahari, as a sting from one of these animals, can 
have drastic consequences. 

Route Nossob to Rooiputs Lodge 
Weather: Hot, open skies  
Sighting of the day: Caracal up the dead Camel Thorn tree. 

 
      
     Caracal (Lynx or Rooikat) 

Day 7: 22st September 2019  

This morning we travelled north, up the Nossob River again to Kij Kij waterhole. Not one kilometer form the 
lodge, we encountered a lioness walking to Rooiputs waterhole for a drink. Then on the high ridges of the 
dunes on the eastern side of the Nossob, just south of Kij Kij, we spotted two male Lion, scanning over their 
domain. Honey Badger foraging at the base of the dunes followed shortly, again with Pale Chanting Goshawk 
in attendance.   

Arriving at Kij Kij waterhole we stumbled onto a second Brown Hyaena, unbelievable! Two of these scarce 
desert scavengers on the same trip, we couldn’t believe our luck. Close views, shared with a number of other 
tourists allowed for close observations and lots of photos. The hyaena was looking worse for wear however, 
and it looked to me as if it had escaped a lions grasp, showing a badly torn ear and marks to its face. It was 
visibly weak and its survival uncertain. Nature is tough and unpredictable and wild animals do have the ability 
to overcome severe injuries, in cases where we would predict an outcome of certain death. 

Some interesting birds on our morning drive included Lanner Falcon and Kori Bustard, the latter being the 
heaviest flying bird. We spent the hottest period of the day back at the lodge, which is generally the format 
for these tours, being an unproductive time for most wildlife, especially the predators. 
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Our late afternoon drive took us in the direction of Twee Rivieren, and along the way we took stock of 
Springbuck movements hoping for a view of Cheetah. Amazingly while approaching the confluence of the 
Nossob and Auob River beds we spotted a single Cheetah walking along the dune ridge surveying the 
riverbed below. We where elated with the sighting, after spending long hours looking for this species. The 
Cheetah, a female animal, would disappear from view, only to re-appear peering down over the ridge for 
unsuspecting herds of Springbuck which could allow for an opportunistic stalk. Unfortunately closer views 
were not had, and she deviated away from the riverbed, re-appearing a long way off high up in the red 
dunes. At least we had succeeded in finding one of these beautiful speedsters and fingers crossed we would 
see another one, before our tour ended. 

Back at the lodge we had a brief sighting of a Cape Fox from the board-walk and enjoyed the star studded 
sky from the camp fire as Eland and Oryx came to drink at the waterhole below while a lion roared in the 
dunes not far away. 

Route: Rooiputs Lodge to Kij Kij, back to Rooiputs. Afternoon – Rooiputs to Samevloeing, back to Rooiputs. 
Weather: Hot, open skies. 
Sighting the day: Cheetah in the dunes. 

 
      
     Male African Lion   

Day 8: 23st September 2019  

Today we focused on the lower section of the Nossob River again. Some Meerkats where seen at a distance, 
below the chalets at Rooiputs. Travelling north again towards Rooiputs we again encountered the same 
Brown Hyaena with head wounds. The battled scarred animal was looking more lively than it had been the 
day before, and I felt it would survive, unless it came into contact with the lions in the area again. 

Travelling the dune loop, which takes one from Kij Kij to Aucterlonie in the Auob River, we scanned hard for 
Leopard in the early morning light. After about 10km we found lion track on the road and stopped to look at 
a herd of Eland on the trot. Not further along at a high point in the dunes, we stopped to scan again. About 
300m away we spotted a fresh carcass of an Eland and then one-eyed Lioness lying close by that must have 
taken down the sub adult antelope. The lion sightings just kept coming and this was possibly one the best 
Lion trips I’d experienced in Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park to date. 

Descending back into the Auob River bed on our circular drive, we found an African Wild Cat walking along 
the limestone ridge, a characteristic feature of the Auob River. 

Then approaching a waterhole called Monroe, we spotted the unmistakable form of a Cheetah walking up-
river in our direction. The lithe cat was backlit making for challenging photography conditions, but it did pass 
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within 50m of us allowing very good views. Turning the vehicle around we hoped for prolonged views as it 
walked-up the river bed, but on this occasion, decide to break-away from the vehicles which were enjoying it, 
and crossed over the barren river and ascended the slope opposite us, increasing the distance between us 
and it. For a time it followed the ridgeline, before disappearing form view. We were very happy to have 
another Cheetah sighting in the bag under challenging conditions. 

Arriving back at the lodge we took a break and planned to go out again once it had cooled down, when the 
animals would become active again. This time we went back north and again, found lions at Kij Kij on the 
dunes. It just seemed too easy and we couldn’t make a wrong turn with them. 

A foraging Ratel was a highlight, just before turning back to camp. Back at camp after dinner, the lions 
started roaring and once everyone had gone to sleep, two big males appeared in the sands, 50m from my 
chalet while I scanned my surroundings with a powerful torch from my deck! They stood side by side roaring 
so loudly that I could feel the sound waves vibrating through my body. At one stage they looked towards me, 
but I was merely a foreign distraction in their world. 

Route: Rooiputs to Kij Kij, first dune loop, back down Auob River to Twee Rivieren, back up to Rooiputs. 
Afternoon drive to Kij Kij and back to Rooiputs. 
Weather: Hot, open skies. 
Sightings of the day: Cheetah in the Auob and Lions at Rooiputs after dark. 

 
    
    Our best sighting of Cheetah on this trip. 

Day 9: 24st September 2019  

A lion’s roar could be heard during the early hours of the morning at the lodge. Our last morning drive took 
us north up the Nossob one last time hoping for the best. To our amazement we again encountered another 
Brown Hyaena at Kij Kij waterhole and managed to capture some really good photos. There were also many 
Black-backed Jackals in attendance. No lion were seen this time, which was surprising given our luck with 
them during the trip. 

Stopping next to a couple of vehicles we asked to hear what they had seen. It’s a good thing we stopped to 
ask, because the answer was “there is a leopard in that tree over there”. We laughed at our good fortune and 
looked deep into the tree with our binoculars and could make out parts of the spotted cat. The leopard 
eventually climbed down and emerged out of the thorn and began making its way across the river bed in our 
direction. Excited we tried to predict exactly where the leopard would cross the track and drove slowly to that 
point, along with the other vehicles. To our luck this gorgeous female leopard crossed the road only metres 
away from us and proceeded to inspect a camel thorn about 10m from our position. At this point we had 
taken dozens of shots and Dirk’s motor drive was working. She then crossed the riverbed a second time and 
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headed for another tree which she climbed and found a comfortable branch on which to lie.  

We were so happy with our good fortune and this sighting really rounded off the trip for us. Leaving the 
leopard, we made our way south in the direction of Twee Rivieren were we would depart the park.  
As we passed Kij Kij, which had been such a rewarding stop for us over the past days, we saw a second 
Caracal in the shade of the water trough. The ginger coloured cat was probably 20m from our position and 
we watched scanning the skies for incoming turtle doves, which it might be able to stage a predation attempt 
as they came into drink. Unfortunately during the time we sat with the Caracal, no other action unfolded.  

When we started our trip we never would have guessed that we would have ended-up having seen two 
Caracal and four Brown Hyaena. All in all it was a brilliant trip, which despite the very dry conditions 
produced fantastic sightings. It seemed that the flowering of the camel thorn trees had triggered a 
movement of large herbivores back into the dry river courses in search of this nutritious food source. The 
lions, which had been scarce along the Auob and Nossob Rivers during previous months, had in turn followed 
them making for such as eventful trip. 

Route: Rooiputs to Kij Kij, to Twee Rivieren. 
Weather: Hot, open skies. 
Sighting of the day: Leopard 

 

Our wonderful leopard sighting, image courtesy of Dirk Düvel
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